
SOIL EVALUATION 

PURPOSE 
To develop proficiency in the accurate recognition, comparison and evaluation of soil characteristics as they 
apply to land use and management. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
Participants in this career development event will become proficient in the following areas: 

1. Be able to accurately identify soil characteristics 
2. Understand how soil plays a role in land use and management 
3. Understand how soil plays a role in the environment 
4. Develop analytical skills in the comparison of different soil samples 
5. Develop reasoning skills for effective and accurate evaluation 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
1. A chartered FFA chapter may enter 2 teams.  Team competition is limited to one four (4) member 

team with top three (3) scores from each pit used to determine team score.  Alternates are permitted 
and will judge separate from the teams.   

 
2. District competition has no bearing on eligibility for state competition. 

 
3. Three soil pits will be evaluated using the Oregon Soil Judging Scorecard. 

 
4. A fourth soil pit will be used by the official judges for orientation and interpretation to local soil 

conditions only.  Practice scorecard will be collected before the CDE begins. 
 

5. No advisors will be allowed in the pits until after all cards have been turned in at the end of the contest, 
and there would be absolutely no talking between advisors & students until every card has been 
turned in.  

 
6. Students may bring the following materials:  

a. Clipboard 
b. Water bottle 
c. Cutting tool for selecting soil 
d. Writing utensil  

NATIONAL EVENT 
1. National rules allow a state to enter up to five (5) teams in the International Land Pasture and Range 

Judging Event held each spring. 
 

2. Team members who have previously participated in a national CDE are ineligible to participate at state 
and national levels as team members. 
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