
Fellow Oregon FFA Association members, 

 

“Give a man a fish, feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish, feed him for a lifetime.” These famous 

words by Lao Tzu clicked in my mind one day during Animal Science. So many people in America, in the 

world, walk into a grocery store and think that’s where their food, clothing, technology, etc., comes from. It 

sounds ridiculous; at least that’s what I thought, but as I looked around the class I saw that I was the only 

local, and one of two Americans in the class. We were watching a video about chicken and egg production, 

and I’m not kidding four of the eleven in that class didn’t know where there eggs came from. 

My school is small, and by small, I mean forty-eight students k-12 kind of small, ten of which are exchange 

students. It sounds crazy I know, but going to school in an environment like this seems to mature everyone in 

some way as well as promote a well-rounded education. Our advisor exposes us to many areas and diversi-

ties of Agriculture and as a bonus the exchange students educate us about agriculture in their home country. 

Think about how many greenhands enter the FFA world each year, now think about all their diverse back-

grounds. 

It’s time we make a difference! It’s time we stop just feeding people agriculture, and start teaching them 

more about agriculture so this industry can last longer than a lifetime. The FFA mission states that “[it 

makes] a difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 

growth and career success through agriculture education.” Think to yourself how true those words are, how 

big FFA is and how much bigger it could be. 

Four years of membership in this amazing organization has opened many doors and helped me develop a 

wide range of skills and a desire to inspire others to better themselves, their understanding of agriculture, and 

to make goals for themselves. It is my passion to spread the word to others, through the experiences I have 

had in the FFA. In the year ahead I hope that my passion can “teach a man to fish” and hope that he will 

pass that along to the next fisherman. We are all learners.  We never stop learning. We all have the ability to 

teach someone something, but we all can learn something from that same someone. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the FFA, it is with great pleasure that I announce my candidacy for your 2016-2017 

Oregon FFA State Officer Team. If we truly believe in the future of our agriculture, it is time we stand to-

gether and make a difference. Oregon FFA I look forward to seeing you all in Corvallis at the 2016 Oregon 

FFA State Convention, you’ll find me in the blue corduroy jacket! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sadie Miller 

Mitchell FFA President 

Strawberry Mountain District Secretary 

 

Mitchell FFA Chapter 

340 SE High Street 

Mitchell, OR   97750 

“Learning to do, Doing to learn, Earning to live, Living to serve” 

      ~ FFA Motto 




