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Oregon FFA,

In the eighth grade, my friends somehow convinced me to play
basketball. Even though I had little knowledge of the sport and I could
barely dribble the basketball without it slipping from my fingers, I still
decided to give it a try. I didn’t think I would ever leave the bench, but
my nervousness about my lack of skill didn’t stop me. I soon found out
there would only be five people on the team due to a lack of players. I
also learned that only five people played on the court at a time, which
meant I would have to play the entire game! My nerves skyrocketed,
and I began to regret my decision. I thought I would only hold back the
team. Quitting now would leave the team in worse shape, so the only
option was to tough it out. The first game we played was rough. I ran up
and down the court doing my best, feeling like I was just getting in the
way.  Safe to say, we lost terribly. The score was not even close. But
even while staring at a disappointing scoreboard, I couldn’t help but be
proud of my teammates. We came together and played as a team.
Conquering my fear was not nearly as scary as I thought it would be
especially with the support of my teammates by my side. With a
beaming smile on my face after that game, I realized it would be a fun season with these girls after all.

From that six-week season of basketball, I learned more than just how to play the game, I learned
something about myself. I discovered that it is perfectly normal to be nervous about trying new things because that
nervousness can quickly be overcome by facing your obstacles. Before this experience, I often stuck to what I was
comfortable with, failing to branch out. Stepping out of my comfort zone is also how I ignited my passion for FFA,
and I can truthfully say that it has changed my life! FFA is all about trying and embracing new things, and I have
been astonished by the amount of courage and resilience that every member displays when it comes to facing their
fears. No matter what challenges we face, there is always an opportunity for a greater outcome.

Stepping out of your comfort zone can be as small as trying a new sport or CDE, or as big as facing your
scariest fears. Whatever that step is, it may be a little uncomfortable at first, but if we never try anything new, we
will never grow. My time in FFA has taught me that stepping out of my comfort zone is nerve-wracking, but as a
result, I’ve built my confidence as a person and a leader. I would be honored to step out of my comfort zone with
each and every one of you this year. I am excited and grateful to announce my candidacy for the 2023-2024 State
Officer Team. Oregon FFA let’s push our limits and challenge ourselves together!

Gratefully,

Makaela Carter
Roseburg FFA President
Umpqua FFA District Treasurer

“FFA makes a positive di erence in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education”

400 W Harvard Ave.,
Roseburg, OR 97470
541-440-4142

“A comfort zone is a beautiful place
but nothing ever grows there”
- Gina Malicia



Roseburg FFA Chapter

Sophomore Year
2020-2021

Office Held: Junior Secretary
Degree Held: Greenhand

FFA
- Sophomore Prepared Public

Speaking LDE
- District Veterinary Science

CDE
- State Veterinary Science CDE
- District Livestock Judging CDE
- District Rituals
- Oregon District Officer

Training
- Market Hog SAE
- Greenhouse Work
- Chapter Meetings
- Officer Meetings
- Chapter Banquet
- Douglas County Fair
- Douglas County Fair Awards

School/Community
- JV Volleyball
- Interact Club

Communications Officer
- Festival of Lights
- Toys For Tots
- Academic Feather

Junior Year
2021-2022

Offices Held: Chapter
Vice-President, District Sentinel

Degree Held: Chapter
FFA

- Umpqua District Leadership
Camp

- District Veterinary Science
CDE

- District Meat Science CDE
- District Forestry CDE
- State Forestry CDE
- District Livestock Judging CDE
- District Co- Op Quiz CDE
- Proficiency Night
- District Swine Proficiency

Winner
- State Swine Proficiency
- Oregon District Officer

Training
- Market Steer SAE
- Breeding Sow SAE
- Greenhouse Work
- Plant Sale
- Chapter Meetings
- Officer Meetings
- State Officer Visit
- Chapter Christmas Party
- FFA Week Staff Breakfast
- FFA Week Proclamation
- FFA Week Bowling
- OR FFA State Convention
- Chapter Banquet
- Douglas County Fair
- Douglas County Fair Awards

School/Community
- JV Volleyball Captain
- Interact Club
- National Honors Society
- Link Crew Leader
- Determined P.R.I.D.E Awards
- Evening Of Excellence Award
- Academic Feather
- Green Elementary Resource

Fair
- P.R.I.D.E. Night
- Academic Feather
- Evening of Excellence

Senior Year
2022-2023

Offices Held: Chapter President,
District Treasurer

Degree Held: Chapter
FFA

- Umpqua District Leadership
Camp

- District Agricultural Sales CDE
- District Rituals
- District Veterinary Science

CDE
- Chapter Meetings
- Officer Meetings
- Greenhouse Work
- Market Steer SAE
- Breeding Sow SAE
- Veterans Day Parade
- National FFA Week Planning

Committee
- State Officer Visit
- Chapter Christmas Party
- CDE Practices
- Livestock Meetings
- Proficiency Night

School/Community
- Interact Club
- National Honors Society
- Link Crew Leader
- Tutoring
- Conference Guide

“FFA makes a positive di erence in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education”

400 W Harvard Ave.,
Roseburg, OR 97470
541-440-4142


